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Jenkins: [00:00:00] I really wanted tonight to be normal. 
Daria: Why start now? It was a disaster, but it was our disaster. 
Jenkins: That is either deeply romantic or deeply disturbing. 
Daria: Why not both? 
Restaurant Owner: Mr. Fletcher? Hmm, 
Jenkins: that depends. 
Daria: Jack. 
Restaurant Owner: I understand there was an incident with one of my candle holders. 
Jenkins: Then yes, I am Mr. Fletcher. 
Restaurant Owner: That piece is from my personal collection.
Jenkins: We're very sorry. 
Daria: Very. 
Jenkins: Extremely. 
Daria: But in our defense- 
Jenkins: Uh-uh, nope. 
Daria: What? 
Jenkins: I know where that sentence is going. 
Restaurant Owner: In your defense? 
Daria: There were, mm, circumstances. 
Restaurant Owner: I assumed. 
Jenkins: You did? 
Restaurant Owner: I spoke with Monsignor Jenkins about you. Our conversation implied that you weren't the types to engage in vandalism during dinner. He said you were good people.
Jenkins: That was irresponsible of him. 
Daria: But sweet. 
Restaurant Owner: So I'm gonna trust [00:01:00] you to do the right thing. 
Jenkins: Great. Yes. Good. We love the right thing. 
Daria: Generally. 
Restaurant Owner: Have it restored and bring it back. 
Jenkins: You want us to take it? Yes. With us. 
Restaurant Owner: That is usually implied by take it, yes. 
Daria: There is a small chance that this specific object is problematic.
Restaurant Owner: It's an antique. They all are. Problematic in a, a different way. Mr. Fletcher, I have owned this restaurant for 32 years. I have seen proposals, breakups, reunions, accusations, reconciliations, one exorcism, and a wedding reception that ended in a lawsuit and a small fire. 
Daria: Only one exorcism? 
Restaurant Owner: Officially. 
Jenkins: This would surprise you.
Restaurant Owner: I doubt that. I would like it returned in one piece. 
Jenkins: Eh, so would we. 
Restaurant Owner: And Mr. Fletcher? 
Jenkins: Yes? 
Restaurant Owner: Grand romantic gestures are difficult. Don't let [00:02:00] one difficult evening make you afraid to try again. 
Daria: That is very kind. 
Jenkins: And very inaccurate. 
Daria: Mostly inaccurate. 
Jenkins: Mostly? 
Daria: The evening did become difficult. 
Restaurant Owner: Is something wrong?
No. 
Daria: Mm. Probably. 
Narrator: Dark Road Diaries, mile marker five. Your damnation is important to us.
Harlow: Nobody touch it. 
Jenkins: I understand. 
Harlow: I'm saying that because you're standing very close to it. 
Jenkins: I understand from here. 
Daria: Last time he was this close to it, we had property damage. 
Jenkins: In my defense, that property damage saved our lives. 
Harlow: That is not the standard by which we handle artifacts. 
Jenkins: It's been working for us so far.
Speaker 6: Let's not make that the takeaway. 
Daria: Did you talk to the owner? 
Speaker 6: Briefly. He [00:03:00] was, uh, he was very understanding. 
Jenkins: He thinks I had a romantic breakdown. 
Speaker 6: Yes. 
Jenkins: Did you correct him? 
Speaker 6: I decided not to make things worse. 
Jenkins: You left him with romantic breakdown? 
Speaker 6: It was the least alarming available explanation. 
Daria: He's not wrong Can we focus on the active object?
Jenkins: In my experience, antiques should not make noises like that. 
Daria: You don't have experience with antiques. 
Jenkins: And this is why. Perhaps we 
Speaker 6: should still approach this as a restoration issue until we know more. 
Harlow: A restoration issue. 
Speaker 6: The owner expects it to be repaired. 
Harlow: Monsignor, the object may be communicating with something outside normal dimensional boundaries.
Speaker 6: Yes, but it's also in several pieces. 
Daria: That is annoyingly fair. 
Jenkins: So, what, we call an antique [00:04:00] repair place and ask if they handle cursed metalwork? 
Harlow: We do not say cursed. 
Jenkins: Haunted? 
Harlow: No. 
Jenkins: Demon-flavored. 
Harlow: Jack. 
Daria: Uh, problematic. 
Speaker 6: I know someone who restores church fixtures. 
Harlow: Absolutely not. 
Speaker 6: He's very discreet. 
Harlow: Does he know how to handle a binding artifact linked to a chaos demon?
Speaker 6: He once repaired a baptismal font after a raccoon got into the sacristy. 
Harlow: That is not a transferable experience. 
Jenkins: I have questions about the raccoon. 
Speaker 6: Everyone has questions about the raccoon. Perhaps I should call him. 
Harlow: No one is calling anyone. 
Jenkins: Finally, a plan. 
Daria: That's not a plan. That's the absence of a plan.
Jenkins: Which is often how my plans begin. Oh, no. 
Daria: Who is it? Is it Jamie? 
Jenkins: No, it's the owner. 
Harlow: Already? 
Jenkins: He says, "Just checking that the candle holder [00:05:00] made it safely to the restoration specialist." 
Harlow: Do not lie. 
Jenkins: I'm not going to lie. I'm typing responsibly. I said, "We're consulting with an expert." 
Harlow: Hmm. That is technically true.
Jenkins: Thank you. 
Harlow: I hate that it's technically true. 
Jenkins: He says, "Wonderful. Is the expert optimistic?" How optimistic are we? 
Harlow: About the candle holder? 
Jenkins: About anything. I could be vague. 
Daria: Tell him the expert is assessing the damage. 
Jenkins: Good
He says, "Please let me know if the piece starts making noise." 
Harlow: Ask him why he said that. 
Jenkins: Okay. He says, "No reason." 
Daria: That [00:06:00] feels like a reason. Please tell me one of you has a phone with an old-timey ringtone. 
Jenkins: I wish I was that charming. 
Harlow: Nobody answer it. 
Jenkins: How would we answer it? It's a broken candle holder in a box.
Auto Attendant: Thank you for contacting the Office of Transitional Occupancy and Vessel Management. 
Narrator: Para continuar 
Harlow: en 
Narrator: español, diga blasfemia o prima seis. 
Harlow: Nobody say anything. 
Auto Attendant: I'm sorry. I didn't understand your silence. For possession services, say possession. For binding disputes, say binding. For portal-related incidents, say portal.
For all other inquiries, please briefly describe the nature of your damnation. 
Speaker 6: Briefly? 
Jenkins: Jack. I'm not answering. I'm just worried about the character limit. 
Speaker 6: Perhaps if we close the box. 
Harlow: Don't touch it. 
Speaker 6: I'm not touching the candle holder. I'm touching the box. 
Harlow: That distinction may not matter. 
Speaker 6: [00:07:00] It matters to me.
Jenkins: That feels personal 
Harlow: Nobody answer 
Jenkins: Still don't know how we did it the first time
Auto Attendant: Thank you for continuing your call. Your patience has been noted. 
Jenkins: Oh, it has. 
Auto Attendant: Please briefly describe the nature of your damnation. 
Harlow: Nobody. 
Jenkins: Property damage. 
Harlow: Jack. 
Jenkins: What? That's why we have it. 
Auto Attendant: Did you say vessel damage? 
Jenkins: No. 
Auto Attendant: Opening a vessel damage claim. 
Jenkins: That feels adjacent, but still wrong. 
Auto Attendant: Do you accept responsibility for the damaged vessel?
Jenkins: For the candle holder? 
Harlow: Do not answer that. 
Jenkins: I'm just asking a clarifying question. 
Auto Attendant: Please answer yes or no. 
Jenkins: For the candle holder, yes. 
Auto Attendant: Responsibility accepted. Oh, 
Jenkins: Jack. I said candle 
Speaker 6: holder. [00:08:00] 
Daria: It heard vessel. 
Speaker 6: I said candle holder with my mouth words. Intent may not be the governing standard here. Then what is?
Usually wording. I hate magic law. 
Daria: We are not accepting responsibility for Jamie. 
Auto Attendant: Did you say binding? 
Daria: No. 
Auto Attendant: Transferring you to binding disputes. 
Daria: No, don't transfer... Ugh Can we hang up? 
Jenkins: I feel like if we knew how to hang up a candle holder, we'd be having a very different conversation. 
Harlow: The line is probably staying open because someone accepted responsibility for the claim.
Jenkins: For the candle holder. You 
Harlow: keep saying that like it matters. 
Jenkins: It matters to me 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Jack? 
Jenkins: Jamie?
Jamie/Vaelcor: Don't say yes to anything. She's using the- Wow, five seconds alone and she goes straight to tattling. Valcor. 
Jenkins: Doria. [00:09:00] 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Still using the angry voice. Nice to know that something survived trauma. 
Speaker 6: Let her talk. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: She was talking. You just liked her better before I improved the material. 
Speaker 6: Jamie, if you can hear me- 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Monseigneur, big night for you.
Dinner recommendation went sideways, priceless family heirloom turned into a phone, and Jack accidentally adopted a claim. Busy, busy. 
Speaker 6: The candle holder is not a family heirloom. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: I know. But you paused, didn't you? 
Harlow: Can he see us? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Hi, Harlow. 
Harlow: That doesn't answer my question. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Sure it does, just not in a way you like.
Daria: Where are you? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Aw, that's sweet. 
Daria: It wasn't. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Oh, it was a little sweet. 
Jenkins: Where's Jamie? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Here. 
Jenkins: That's not an answer. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: It's the only one you're [00:10:00] getting for free. Doria.
Nope. 
Jenkins: Jamie! 
Jamie/Vaelcor: She's very determined tonight. You'd be proud. Annoyed, but proud. 
Jenkins: What do you want? Hmm. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: I need a favor. 
Jenkins: No. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Oh, don't make that face. You haven't even heard the part where I threaten you. 
Jenkins: We're not helping you. You
Jamie/Vaelcor: already are. 
Jenkins: We opened a claim by accident. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Most things happen by accident: possession, marriage, karaoke. 
Harlow: What does the claim do? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Look at you, getting right to the part that ruins everyone's night, like karaoke. 
Harlow: Answer the question. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: The claim makes them witnesses. 
Daria: Witnesses to what? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: To Jamie's current arrangement.
Speaker 6: [00:11:00] Possession is not an arrangement. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: It is when the paperwork goes through. 
Speaker 6: Paperwork? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Not everything is smoke and Latin. Some things are smoke and forms. Please state 
Auto Attendant: the name of the disputed party. 
Daria: Jamie Blackwood. Doria. What? It asked. 
Auto Attendant: There are 11 Jamie Blackwoods currently subject to active, pending, provisional, ceremonial, accidental, or recreational binding.
Speaker 6: Recreational? Don't ask 
Auto Attendant: Please provide additional identifying information 
Daria: She's our friend 
Auto Attendant: Friend is not a recognized legal category 
Speaker 6: That's bleak 
Auto Attendant: Recognized categories include owner, holder, claimant, witness, tempter, sponsor, adversary, guarantor, and next of kin 
Daria: We are not her owners 
Speaker 6: Or tempters [00:12:00] Certainly not sponsors 
Harlow: Do not choose guarantor 
Speaker 6: Why?
Harlow: Because I know what that word means 
Auto Attendant: Please select a recognized category Witness Witness recognized Please hold for the current resident statement.
Jamie/Vaelcor: Hey, kids. Miss me yet? 
Jenkins: Don't do that 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Don't do what? 
Jenkins: Use her like that. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: I'm using everything, Jack. Try to keep up. 
Daria: You said you needed a favor. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: I did. Look at you, all focused. Jamie's been worried about that. 
Daria: Don't. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Fine. Business it is There's a piece of the lock at St. Agatha's Cemetery. 
Harlow: How do you know that?
Jamie/Vaelcor: Because I know things. 
Harlow: Not good [00:13:00] enough. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: No, because I have been awake for a very long time, and I listen when people think no one useful is in the room. 
Speaker 6: But St. Agatha's was deconsecrated in the '70s. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Oh, was it? 
Speaker 6: Yes. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Then I should've been able to retrieve it myself. 
Speaker 6: But 
Daria: you can't. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: There she is. 
Jenkins: Why can't you go in?
Jamie/Vaelcor: Because somebody got clever. 
Jenkins: Who? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: If I knew that, I'd be much angrier at a specific person. I hope. God, she is so scrappy. Was she always this scrappy? 
Daria: Yes. 
Jenkins: Extremely scrappy. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Cute. Exhausting, but cute. 
Daria: Janey, keep 
Jamie/Vaelcor: fighting. Daria, don't do a brave, idiot thing. Please don't encourage her. It makes my day harder.
Jenkins: Good. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Bring me the fragment. 
Jenkins: No. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: [00:14:00] That was quick. Usually people need time to make the wrong decision. 
Jenkins: We're not giving you part of the lock. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: You are, though. That's the fun part. 
Jenkins: Why would we? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: You're still thinking of the fragments like puzzle pieces. That's adorable. Wrong, but adorable. They do things on 
Harlow: their own.
What kind of things? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Useful things, dangerous things. 
Speaker 6: Who else is looking? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Everyone worth being afraid of. 
Harlow: That's not an answer. 
Auto Attendant: It is if you're smart. To contest current occupancy, please submit one valid relic, rite, lock, key, counterclaim, countercurse, or notarized scream. 
Jenkins: Notarized scream? 
Daria: Focus. We need information about the lock.
Auto Attendant: For lock-related inquiries, say lock. 
Harlow: Lock. I am begging you people. 
Auto Attendant: [00:15:00] Nearest compatible lock fragment, St. Agatha's Cemetery. Receiving hours, sunset to sunrise. Please bring a valid witness, proof of fear, and exact change. 
Jenkins: Exact change for what? 
Daria: Wait, we're not done. 
Auto Attendant: Did you say done? 
Daria: No. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Closing claim. 
Daria: Wait. One 
Jamie/Vaelcor: more thing.
Daria. 
Daria: What? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: She wants you to know she heard you 
Daria: Heard me when? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: At the restaurant. 
Jenkins: Daria? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: That thing you said when Jack couldn't hear you. 
Jenkins: Stop. 
Jamie/Vaelcor: She heard it. 
Jenkins: What thing? 
Jamie/Vaelcor: Relax. I'm not going to tell him. That would be rude. Daria, St. Agatha's isn't- Jamie! And that's enough of that. Bring the fragments. Or don't.
Either way, try to be interesting about it. 
Auto Attendant: Thank you for [00:16:00] contacting the Office of Transitional Occupancy and Vessel Management. Your damnation is important to us. 
Jenkins: I don't think I have exact change. I, I'm not saying it's the main problem. 
Harlow: We need to talk about what just happened. 
Jenkins: And we need to decide whether St.
Agatha's is a trap. It's obviously a trap. 
Harlow: It may also be true. 
Jenkins: I hate when those overlap. 
Daria: St. Agatha's isn't. 
Jenkins: Isn't what? 
Daria: I don't know. 
Harlow: Then we don't go until we do know. 
Auto Attendant: A reminder: unresolved vessel claims may result in fees, forfeiture, escalation, or loss of the disputed party. 
Jenkins: Still don't love vessel. 
Daria: We're going.
Harlow: Daria. 
Daria: Jamie got through. She's still in there, and she knows something about St. Agatha's. 
Jenkins: Then we prepare carefully. [00:17:00] Right. Carefully. 
Harlow: No improvising. 
Jenkins: Minimal improvising. 
Harlow: No improvising. 
Jenkins: Fine, but I'm bringing cash. 
Harlow: And a shovel. 
Jenkins: Ugh, do I wanna know why? 
Daria: No
Narrator: Dark Road Diaries, Mile Marker 5 was written by D.K. Trueno and directed by Brad Williams. Starring Dexter Howard as Jack and Abby Cochran as Daria. Also starring Ira June as Jamie, Cookie Rojas as Monsignor Jenkins, and Vitriol Blue as Harlow. Featuring Nora Ridgeway as the auto attendant and Pat Salembier as the restaurant owner.
Please join us for our [00:18:00] next episode, Mile Marker 6: Quiet Enjoyment
