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Harlow: [00:00:00] Nobody touch it 
Jack: You've said that six times 
Harlow: Because the number of things you should touch remains zero 
Daria: Remind me why we're doing this in the basement. The demon room is two hallways over 
Jack: For now 
Harlow: Because the lock fragments are upstairs, and the wards are strongest here 
Jack: I didn't touch it 
Harlow: I know 
Jack: Thank you 
Harlow: That was the machine objecting to mathematics 
Jenkins: You said this was only a fabrication test 
Harlow: It is 
Jenkins: Of a counterfeit infernal artifact 
Harlow: I prefer synthetic surrogate 
Jack: A fake 
Harlow: Mm, a ritual approximation 
Jack: I, uh, was going to 
Jenkins: keep 
Daria: talking, but 
Jenkins: suddenly that feels rude 
Daria: That was new 
Harlow: Church Wi-Fi is compressing my audio.
Don't make it weird 
Jenkins: The printer responded to your voice 
Harlow: The printer responded to tonal [00:01:00] stability. That's the difference 
Jenkins: Is it? 
Harlow: It is when I say it confidently 
Daria: What happens if this works? 
Harlow: The fake piece should convince the real fragments that the lock is complete for a short period of time. We observe the behavior, gather data, and shut it down before anything dangerous happens 
Daria: You 
Jenkins: hear how that sounded, right?
Harlow: I heard several things I didn't enjoy
Jenkins: Is it finished? 
Harlow: It shouldn't be
Jenkins: I vote we stop. 
Daria: Seconded. 
Harlow: Angle the tablet toward the print bed. Oh. 
Jenkins: Is that a bad oh? 
Harlow: Overly successful oh. 
Jenkins: That may be worse. 
Harlow: It's resonating. 
Jenkins: With the fragments upstairs. 
Harlow: No. M- maybe. Not directly. 
Jenkins: That was three answers. 
Harlow: Because it's doing [00:02:00] three impossible things. You were getting interference. 
Daria: From what?
Harlow: Residual energy. Portal contamination. The lock may be trying to complete an old circuit.
Jack: Oh, did it just become December in here?
Daria: Is that 
Jamie: Vaelcor? No. 
Jack: How do you know? 
Jamie: Because it's the Blade. Zaria? Jamie? 
Jack: Jamie? 
Jamie: I'm-
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Jack: Everybody say something. Jack? Great. [00:03:00] Daria? 
Daria: I'm okay. 
Jack: Harlow? That one felt important. 
Harlow: Do not touch the piece. 
Jack: Oh, she's back, and emotionally unchanged. 
Harlow: Jack. 
Jack: That was relief. 
Harlow: Make it quieter relief. 
Daria: Jamie was here. She was here. 
Jack: Daria. 
Daria: No, I heard her. We all heard her. 
Harlow: You heard her voice. 
Daria: Don't do that. 
Harlow: I'm not dismissing it.
I'm separating the fact from the interpretation. 
Jack: I would like to support the category first approach, even though I hate every category currently available. 
Daria: She said she wasn't out. She said she was still there. 
Jack: Then the question is where there is. I hate it when objects participate in the conversation.
Harlow: Nobody move. 
Jack: We're getting very good at that. 
Harlow: [00:04:00] No, you're getting very scared. There's a difference. 
Jack: The piece is 
Jenkins: cracked. 
Harlow: Show me. 
Daria: The last time I angled the tablet toward it, Jamie appeared, and then the room swallowed the lights. 
Harlow: I need to see the fracture pattern. 
Daria: Why? 
Harlow: Because if it cracked from pressure, that tells us one thing.
If it cracked geometrically, that tells us something else, something worse. 
Jack: Is there a third option where it tells us something good? 
Harlow: Not tonight Oh, hell 
Jack: Harlow 
Harlow: Sorry, occupational phrasing 
Jack: What are we looking at? 
Harlow: The cracks aren't random 
Daria: What are they then? 
Harlow: Lines of stress, but not from the print bed. From the Response 
Jack: Pretend I've slept in the last week 
Harlow: The surrogate didn't break because it failed.
It broke because it worked. Something [00:05:00] answered it 
Jack: Jamie? 
Harlow: No 
Jack: Harlow 
Harlow: Not no as in it wasn't her. No as in don't make the conclusion do more work than the evidence 
Jack: That sentence was wearing a tweed jacket 
Harlow: We may not have heard Jamie. We may have heard an echo of Jamie 
Daria: An echo? I don't understand 
Jack: Residual presence 
Harlow: Maybe.
A trace, a recording, a pressure mark left by contact with the portal 
Daria: She answered me 
Harlow: Did she? Or did it repeat the part of Jamie closest to the wound? 
Jack: I would like closest to the wound removed from the evening's transcript 
Daria: She sounded afraid 
Harlow: I know 
Daria: So what are we supposed to do with that? 
Harlow: Determine what that fear is 
Daria: What's that supposed to mean?
Harlow: It could be a message, or it could be [00:06:00] a core memory embedded in the portal's energy being projected through the piece 
Jack: Or 
Jenkins: bait 
Harlow: Or bait 
Jenkins: The real fragments are still upstairs 
Harlow: Where they need to stay 
Jenkins: Locked in the reliquary cabinet. Separate containers, separate shelves 
Harlow: Good 
Jack: Good good, or we're pretending for morale good?
Harlow: Useful good 
Jack: I'll take it. I don't trust it, but I'll take it 
Daria: If this reached something connected to Jamie, we have to try again 
Harlow: No 
Daria: You don't get to just say no 
Harlow: I absolutely do. I'm very good at it 
Daria: She was right there 
Harlow: Something shaped like her was right there, and that's why we stop
Daria: What was that? 
Harlow: Don't speak. 
Jenkins: Oh, but- 
Harlow: Especially you. 
Jenkins: There were two tones. 
Harlow: Three. 
Daria: No, the [00:07:00] Monsignor is right. There were only two. 
Harlow: The tablet's microphone picked up three. 
Jack: The tablet's microphone is now invited to stop helping. 
Harlow: One from the surrogate, one from the fragment upstairs. 
Jack: And the third? I- 
Harlow: I don't know.
Daria: You do. 
Harlow: I know what I'm afraid it is. 
Jack: We learned at Saint Agatha's that fear is a legally actionable concept, so maybe be specific. 
Harlow: The third tone sounded like an answer for something real. 
Jack: The real third piece? 
Harlow: Perhaps. 
Daria: But we don't have the real third piece. We don't even have a clue where it might be.
Jack: And now we've arrived at the hallway labeled problems. 
Daria: Could it be nearby? 
Harlow: Possibly, but nearby may not mean physical distance with this kind of artifact. 
Jack: Right, magical nearby, the most annoying nearby. 
Jenkins: Can we determine where the tone came from? 
Harlow: I need the [00:08:00] printer logs. 
Jack: Finally, a sentence from my world.
Harlow: Slowly. 
Jack: You say that like I was going to vault across the table. 
Harlow: You considered it. 
Jack: Okay. That's weird. 
Harlow: Define weird. 
Jack: The file name changed. Changed how? It was Surrogate Test 3 Final. And now? Now it says Call Pending. 
Daria: Call pending? 
Jack: We put the magical candle holder phone away to avoid exactly this. 
Harlow: Jack, step away from the printer.
Jack: Yes, ma'am, already stepping. It's asking whether to resume. 
Harlow: Do not press anything. 
Jack: I would like credit for not pressing anything. 
Harlow: Credit pending. 
Jack: Mean, but fair. 
Daria: Resume what? 
Harlow: The print. 
Jack: But it finished. 
Harlow: No, it stopped. 
Jack: There's a difference? 
Harlow: Apparently a [00:09:00] meaningful one 
Daria: It wants us to finish 
Harlow: It's an inanimate object.
It doesn't want anything 
Jack: That has not stopped things from wanting things in my recent experience 
Daria: Jamie is somewhere on the other side of that line 
Harlow: Maybe 
Daria: Then we use the line carefully 
Harlow: No. We understand it before we use it 
Daria: She is still there, Harlow 
Harlow: The echo said that 
Daria: Stop calling her that 
Harlow: I'm calling the phenomenon that because if I call it Jamie, you'll answer it.
And if you answer it, you may complete something none of us understand 
Jack: No. Absolutely not 
Daria: Where is that coming from? 
Jack: The shelf There was not a receipt printer on that shelf 
Harlow: Read it 
Daria: Witnesses recognized 
Jack: Okay. Could be worse 
Daria: There's [00:10:00] more Ugh, 
Jack: there always is 
Daria: Temporary substitution acknowledged for limited observational purpose 
Jenkins: That sounds like what we intended 
Harlow: Keep reading 
Daria: Response pending from absent party 
Jack: Absent party?
Meaning Jamie? 
Harlow: No 
Daria: How do you know? 
Harlow: Because Jamie isn't absent 
Jack: She's disputed
That second tone was closer 
Harlow: Turn the printer off 
Jack: Gladly. I regret to inform the committee that off has been overruled 
Harlow: Unplug it 
Jack: Jack, wait What? Why? The printer isn't plugged in
Daria: Harlow? 
Harlow: Get out of the room. 
Jack: Uh, now? 
Harlow: Now. 
Daria: What about the piece? 
Harlow: Leave it. If you take it, you may be taking the problem with you. 
Daria: Zaria. [00:11:00] Jamie. 
Harlow: Don't answer it. Zaria. 
Jamie: It 
Daria: knows my name. 
Harlow: Jamie knew your name. 
Jamie: I'm not out. I'm still there. 
Jack: The file name changed again. To what? Connection accepted.
I don't like that we've reached the staring at furniture portion of the evening. 
Harlow: It's not just furniture. 
Jack: Then I don't like that we've reached the staring at the containment cabinet portion of the evening. 
Daria: It knew my name. 
Harlow: Because Jamie knew your name. 
Daria: Don't. 
Harlow: I'm not trying to hurt you. 
Daria: You're succeeding by accident.
Jenkins: Daria, what you heard downstairs may not have been Jamie. Not, not really. 
Daria: [00:12:00] I know. 
Jenkins: Do you? 
Daria: Intellectually. 
Jenkins: The least useful way. 
Daria: Yeah
Jack: I'm going to pretend that was the plumbing 
Harlow: It wasn't the plumbing 
Jack: I said pretend The surrogate is still active 
Harlow: The connection is still active. The surrogate is just the instrument 
Jack: I miss when instruments were like guitars 
Daria: If it wasn't Jamie, then what was it? 
Harlow: An echo, a trace, a piece of her left behind by the first contact between Jamie Valcor and the portal.
The lock is tuning into that somehow 
Daria: So a recording 
Harlow: Perhaps 
Jack: I feel like perhaps has stopped meaning possibly and started meaning brace for impact 
Harlow: Perhaps 
Jack: See 
Daria: She sounded afraid 
Harlow: I know [00:13:00] 
Daria: What kind of echo is afraid? 
Jenkins: One made by suffering I hate that sentence So do I 
Daria: I answered it 
Harlow: You answered something shaped like her That 
Daria: doesn't make it better 
Harlow: It might make it less binding 
Daria: Less binding?
Harlow: If the echo wasn't Jamie, then answering it wasn't an offer from Jamie or to Jamie. It was just contact 
Jack: Put that on the good news pile 
Daria: We have a good news pile? 
Jack: Pile might be overstating it Harlowe, you asked for McManus's notebook 
Harlow: Yes. Anything about echoes, rehearsals, sympathetic return, displaced speech 
Jack: Sounds like light bedtime reading
Jenkins: His handwriting gets worse near the end[00:14:00] 
Harlow: Anything? 
Jenkins: There's quite a bit about the lock. He was well aware that the Order had been trying to find it for centuries It's not what I'd call well organized 
Daria: I hope there's something useful in there 
Jenkins: So do I. Here's something. It looks like he was developing a plan for what to do if the Order ever found one of the pieces 
Daria: That's promising 
Jenkins: He theorized that exactly what we're doing now would work, at least to an extent 
Daria: To what extent?
Jenkins: He never got that far. He references an artifact called the Key to Time, another multi-part artifact that used a fake final piece with some success 
Harlow: The Key to Time? Never heard of it 
Jenkins: Neither have I. It's mentioned in his notes [00:15:00] from 1979 
Jack: Sounds dangerous. I hope we don't have to find that next 
Harlow: Let's concentrate on the artifacts at hand 
Jack: Good call
I don't think we're the only ones reading along 
Harlow: Stay away from the cabinet 
Jenkins: I found something. His working theory was that the three pieces of the lock want to be united. The lock may seek completion by nearest lawful instrument 
Harlow: If that's the case, the draw might be stronger with two pieces in our possession than it would be with only one 
Jenkins: That might help explain why this never happened before 
Harlow: Right.
The pieces were never in close enough proximity to seek the third 
Jack: And the false piece juiced the process? 
Harlow: Possibly 
Jack: Wait, nearest lawful instrument. Is [00:16:00] that- 
Daria: The two fragments 
Jack: It wants to finish the sentence 
Daria: Yes 
Jack: I hate when I understand things 
Daria: How do we stop it? 
Jenkins: McManus' theory didn't take into account what would have to be done to retrieve the pieces.
He wrote, "Before the witnesses named." We may already be past that point 
Daria: Because I answered 
Harlow: No, because the receipt said witnesses were recognized 
Daria: So because of us 
Jack: Because of all of us 
Harlow: Blame later. Survive now 
Jack: That should be on our business card. No. Absolutely not. The safe too? 
Jenkins: Witness proximity confirmed 
Daria: Okay, that's us.
We already knew that 
Jenkins: Nearest lawful instruments located 
Daria: And that's them. So far so good 
Jenkins: [00:17:00] Completion may proceed upon acceptance 
Daria: Acceptance of what? By whom? Zariha 
Harlow: It is not her I'm-
Daria: I know 
Jenkins: Daria 
Daria: It isn't her. Something is using what's left of her to teach the Lock how to hurt us 
Harlow: Yes 
Daria: Then we stop being taught Wait, does this mean that we're summoning the third piece? It might just drop into our lap? 
Jack: Boy, we could use a break like that. 
Harlow: I don't think it's going to be that easy. 
Jack: Okay, how do we stop it?
Do we smash the fake piece? 
Daria: We don't know that it isn't just going to magically appear on the table or something. 
Harlow: It's not worth the risk. We find the third piece another way. 
Daria: Monsignor?
Jenkins: I agree with Harlow. It's [00:18:00] not worth the risk. We destroy the fake piece and do a deep dive on Father McManus' notes. There's got to be something in there we can use. 
Jack: Where's the hammer? 
Jenkins: We have to do it at the lock's original location. 
Jack: The demon room? 
Jenkins: That's what McManus' notes imply. If we don't do it there, we risk opening another portal, one we can't control.
Harlow: Take the other fragments, too. 
Jenkins: What? 
Harlow: I know, I know. But the fragments are already part of the circuit. Keeping them here doesn't make them safe. It makes them uncontrolled. And 
Daria: in the demon room? 
Harlow: The wards are older. The salt circle is anchored to the original breach. If we place each fragment outside the circle and the surrogate inside it, we may be able to starve the circuit.
Jack: May has returned, and this time it's got a knife. I'll grab the
fake piece and meet you at the demon room.[00:19:00] 
Just to confirm, we are carrying the infernal lock fragments toward the room where this entire nightmare started? 
Harlow: Yes. 
Jack: Great. Hate clarity. 
Daria: Stop talking. 
Jack: Nervous talking is my second-best feature. 
Daria: What's your first? 
Jack: I was hoping you'd know. It sounds busy in there. 
Harlow: Remember, no answering, no bargaining, no names unless I ask.
Jack: What about jokes? 
Harlow: Against my better judgment, those may be load-bearing. 
Jack: Finally, some respect
Harlow: Zax, show me the whole circle. Good. Monsignor, read McManus' refusal [00:20:00] line 
Jenkins: We submit no claim. We offer no soul. We accept no completion That is refreshingly direct 
Harlow: Doria, bring the false piece inside the room, not too close to the portal. Zax, Monsignor, follow her in and close the door
Daria: Here goes 
Jack: What the? Is someone here? Please tell me it's a parishioner with boundary issues. The church is locked. Serious boundary issues. Um, k- kind of busy in here. Ocupado.
Jamie: Jamie? Not presently. 
Jack: Vaelcor? 
Jamie: Lovely to see you all again. 
Harlow: You have [00:21:00] the third piece. 
Jamie: Oh, I've had the third piece for some time. 
Jack: Of course you have. Then 
Jamie: why wait? Well, a key is more useful after someone builds a lock around it. 
Jack: That doesn't even make sense. You're not welcome here. 
Jamie: I disagree. 
Jack: Oh, come on. 
Jamie: Ahem.
Witness proximity confirmed. Temporary substitution acknowledged. Response from absent party received. Thank you for calling. We didn't call you. No, you called the best. 
Jack: The third piece. 
Jamie: I simply answered. 
Harlow: Move the boxes apart. Keep him away from him. 
Jack: Jack, are you okay? Ah, pride wounded, body pending review. 
Jamie: No.
Harlow: Daria, don't cross the circle. 
Jamie: The pieces, they're levitating. [00:22:00] I don't understand. We didn't offer them. Sorry, Daria, we're well past that point. The lock wants what it wants. He's 
Jack: going to open the portal. 
Harlow: He's not opening it. 
Jamie: What? Oh, she's good. 
Harlow: He's moving it. 
Jamie: She's very good. Jamie, if you can hear me- Oh, she can.
That does not make her available. You don't get to keep her. Oh. 
Jack: You borrowed her. There's a difference. 
Jamie: In that case, I'll be sure to return the body in the condition in which I found it. Carlo. The 
Harlow: portal is destabilizing. He's pulling the threshold out of the room. 
Jenkins: He can steal a hole? 
Harlow: Apparently. 
Jenkins: There was nothing about any of this in McManus' notes.
Sancte Michael Archangelo, defenden os semprerio. Still 
Jamie: hiding behind better soldiers? [00:23:00] 
Jenkins: Always. 
Harlow: The circle still binds the room. 
Jamie: Then use it. 
Harlow: I'm trying. Daria, the refusal line, now. 
Jamie: We submit no claim, we 
Daria: offer no soul, we accept no 
Jamie: completion. Careful. 
Jenkins: We submit no claim, we offer no soul, we accept no completion.
We submit no claim, we offer no soul, we accept no completion. 
Jamie: But you did accept the connection. 
Daria: The surrogate. Ah, 
Jamie: humans make such useful mistakes. 
Daria: Jamie is not a mistake. 
Jamie: No, she's leverage. 
Daria: She's Jamie. 
Jamie: And you're late.
Jenkins: Have mercy 
Daria: Everybody down. Doria! I'm here. Monsignor? I'm all right. 
Jamie: I was going to thank you. 
Jack: Oh, were you?
Jamie: No. Doria. [00:24:00] Jamie! Echoes are cruel, aren't they?
Jenkins: No 
Daria: Where is it? 
Jenkins: The portal 
Harlow: Put the tablet up. Show me the room I was right. He didn't close the portal. He took it. 
Jenkins: Can he do that permanently? 
Harlow: With the real lock, maybe. I don't know yet. 
Jenkins: But can he open it? 
Harlow: Not immediately, at least I don't think so. 
Daria: I'm 
Jenkins: sorry, was that good news? 
Harlow: The portal is displaced, but it's being held closed by the temporary seal.
Daria: So he has it, but he can't use it. 
Harlow: Not yet. But this time, not yet is buying us time instead of threatening us. 
Jenkins: How much time? [00:25:00] 
Harlow: Ugh. I don't know.
Jenkins: He has the lock. He has the portal. He has the Jamie. 
Daria: We have no idea where he is. 
Jenkins: Daria. 
Daria: No, say it. He won. 
Harlow: Not yet. It might look like he has the upper hand, but I certainly know we aren't giving up
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